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POLITICS AND LAW COURSE OF STUDY 
 

RESOURCES 
 
 

This list of resources was prepared by officers from the Curriculum Standards Directorate 
(Curriculum Materials Information Services) in the Department of Education and Training.  
The list is presented in two parts: 
 
Part One:  Books, Videos & Computer Software 
Part Two:  Websites and Electronic Documents 
 
Further details of each item can be found online on the CMIS Resource Bank, which is an 
online database.  Links to this have been made from a Politics and Law Course of Study 
webpage at http://www.eddept.wa.edu.au/cmis/eval/curriculum/courses/politicslaw
 
In this database all the Politics and Law resources have also been linked to specific 
content or outcomes and can be accessed under these headings.  The webpage also 
contains a list of Suppliers, Key Documents and Key Websites for quick access. 
 
 

PART ONE 
 

PRINT, VIDEO AND COMPUTER SOFTWARE RESOURCES 
 
 
KEY TEXTS 
Spindler, W. 
The layman's guide to political and legal studies. Year 12 / Wayne Spindler and Peter 
Milnes. 
Cottesloe, WA : Laymans Lawbook Co., 2004. 
0-9586941-8-4 
 
Willmott, John. 
Process and participation : politics and law in Australia / John Willmott and Julian 
Dowse. 
[Perth] : Politics Law Pub., 2004. 
0-9578469-3-2 
 
Willmott, John. 
Process and participation : the workbook / John Willmott and Julian Dowse. 
[Perth] : Politics Law Pub., 2004. 
0-9578469-4-0 
 
Willmott, John. 
Structures and systems : an introduction to political and legal studies / John Willmott 
and Julian Dowse. 
[Perth] : Politics Law Pub., 2001. 
0-9578469-2-4 
 
 
REFERENCES 
 
Dictionaries 
Alderson, Peter. 
Legal dictionary for Australians / Peter Alderson. 
Sydney : McGraw-Hill, 2006. 
0-07-471577-1 
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Corcoran, Robert. 
The Collins Australian dictionary of political terms / Robert Corcoran. 
Blackburn, Vic : Collins Dove, 1994. 
1-86371-330-1 
 
 
Text Books & Other References 
Aldous, Jules. 
Making & breaking the law : VCE units 3 & 4 / Jules Aldous. 
[South Melbourne] : VCTA, 2005. 
0-7329-9781-X 
 
Anzarut, Daphne. 
Introducing law / Daphne Anzarut, Frank Carew, Bernie O'Brian. 
South Melbourne : Macmillan of Australia, 1990. 
0-7329-0289-4 
 
The art of delivering justice : resources on law and justice in Australia / Federal 
Court of Australia ; [edited by Anna Fern] 
Carlton South, Vic : Curriculum Corporation, 2001. 
1-86366-540-4 
 
Australian political institutions / Singleton ... [and others]. 
Frenchs Forest, NSW : Pearson Education Australia, 2006 [i.e. 2005] 
0-7339-7037-0 
 
Black, David. 
Making a difference : women in the Western Australian Parliament 1921-1999 / David 
Black and Harry Phillips. 
Perth : Parliamentary History Project, Parliament of  Western Australia 2000. 
0-7307-4464-7 
 
Brown, Marcelle V. 
Western Australian introduction to law / Marcelle V. Brown, Jeanette A. Hacket. 
Sydney : Butterworths, 1989. 
0-409-30129-9 
 
Derwent, Bruce. 
Fair enough? : a case book for legal studies students / Bruce Derwent, Michael 
Parker. 
Melbourne : Longman Cheshire, 1992. 
0-582-87582-X 
 
Derwent, Bruce. 
Fair enough?. Teacher's manual / Bruce Derwent. 
Melbourne : Longman Cheshire, 1992. 
0-582-90887-6 
 
Developments in Australian politics. 
Edited by Judith Brett, James Gillespie, Murray Goot. 
South Melbourne : Macmillan Education Australia, 1994. 
0-7329-2010-8 
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Discovering democracy. Upper secondary collection / Curriculum Corporation. 
Carlton South, Vic : Curriculum Corp., 2002. 
1-86366-564-1 
 
Dynamics in government : a guide to the workings of government in Western 
Australia. Edited by Jolly Read. 
West Perth, WA : Constitutional Centre of Western Australia, [2000]. 
0-7307-1280-X 
 
Forell, Claude. 
How we are governed : federal, state and local government / Claude R. Forell. 
Melbourne : Longman Cheshire, 1994. 
0-582-80243-1 
 
Government, politics, power and policy in Australia. 
Edited by John Summers, Dennis Woodward, Andrew Parkin. 
Frenchs Forest, NSW. : Longman, 2002. 
0-7339-9900-X 
 
Hamper, David. 
Legal studies HSC / [D. Hamper, B. Derwent, A. Draper]. 
South Melbourne : Pearson Education, 2002. 
0-7339-2916-8 
 
Hamper, David. 
Legal studies preliminary / D. Hamper, J. Boesenberg, C. Kenny. 
South Melbourne : Pearson Longman, 2003. 
0-7339-2917-6 
 
A house for the nation [electronic resource] : 100 years of Australia’s House of 
Representatives. 
Australia. Department of the House of Representatives. 
Canberra ; Dept. of the House of Representatives, 2001. 1 CD-ROM + notes. 
1-7409-1077-X 
 
Hughes, Owen E. 
Australian politics / Owen E. Hughes. 
South Yarra, Vic : Macmillan Education Australia, 1998. 
0-7329-2788-9 
 
Jaensch, Dean. 
Parliament parties & people : Australian politics today / Dean Jaensch. 
Melbourne : Longman Cheshire, 1994. 
0-582-80250-4 
 
Jaensch, Dean. 
The politics of Australia / Dean Jaensch. 
South Melbourne : Macmillan Education Australia, 1997. 
0-7329-4129-6 
 

Version 1.0   19/01/06  3 



POLITICS AND LAW COURSE OF STUDY 
 

RESOURCES 
 
 

Jaensch, Dean. 
The Australian party system / Dean Jaensch. 
Sydney : Allen & Unwin, 1983. 
0-86861-077-1 
 
Jenkins, Joe. 
Contemporary moral issues / Joe Jenkins. 
Oxford : Heinemann Educational, 2002. 
0-435-30309-0 
 
Keneally, Thomas. 
Our republic / Tom Keneally. 
Port Melbourne : Heinemann, 1993. 
0-85561-509-5 
 
Lane, P. H. 
An introduction to the Australian constitution / by P.H. Lane. 
North Ryde, NSW : Law Book Co., 1990. 
0-455-21012-8 
 
The Life and Times of Malcolm Fraser [videorecording] / writer/director Luigi Acquisto; 
producers Stella Zammataro, Luigi Acquisto. 
[Australia] : SBS Independent, 2004. 1 cassette (65 min) & study notes. (Storyline 
Australia) 
Available from: 
Film Australia 
sales@filmaust.com.au
 
Lucy, Richard. 
The Australian form of government : models in dispute / Richard Lucy. 
South Melbourne : Macmillan, 1993. 
0-7329-1294-6 
 
Maddox, Graham. 
Australian democracy : in theory and practice / Graham Maddox. 
Frenchs Forest, NSW : Pearson Longman, 2005. 
1-7409-1094-X 
 
Newson, Leanne. 
The legal maze / Leanne Newson, Jules Aldous. 
South Melbourne : VCTA, 1997. 
0-7329-4170-9 
 
Newson, Leanne. 
The legal maze : VCE units 1 & 2 / Leanne Newson, Jules Aldous. 
South Melbourne : VCTA, 2002. 
0-7329-8094-1 
 
Odgers' Australian Senate practice. 
Edited by Harry Evans. 
Canberra : Senate, Parliament of Australia, 2004. 
0-642-71457-6 
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Oldfield, Audrey. 
Woman suffrage in Australia : a gift or a struggle? / Audrey Oldfield. 
Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1992. 
0-521-43611-7 
 
Phillips, Harry C. J. 
A citizen's guide to the Western Australian Parliament / Harry C.J. Phillips. 
Perth, WA : State Law Publisher, 2004. 
1-920830-22-7 
 
Representing the people : parliamentary government in Western Australia / Harry 
Phillips ... [and others]. 
South Fremantle, WA : Fremantle Arts Centre Press, 1996. 
1-86368-256-2 
 
Sanderson, John. 
Ride the whirlpool: selected speeches of Lieutenant General John Sanderson AC 
Governor of Western Australia 2000-2005. 
Crawley, WA : University of Western Australia Press, 2005. 
1-920694-65-X 
 
Spindler, W. 
The layman's guide to political and legal studies. Year 11 / Wayne Spindler and Peter 
Milnes. 
Cottesloe, WA : Layman's Lawbook Co., 2004. 
0-9586941-9-2 
 
Stewart, Randal G. 
Politics one / Randal G. Stewart and Ian Ward. 
South Melbourne : Macmillan  Education Australia, 1996. 
0-7329-3185-1 
 
Turnbull, Malcolm. 
The reluctant republic / Malcolm Turnbull. 
Port Melbourne : Mandarin, 1994. 
0863304177 
 
Young, Sally. 
From banners to broadcasts: a collector’s book of political memorabilia / Sally 
Young. 
Canberra : National Library of Australia, 2005. 
0-642-27604-8 
 
Zines, Leslie. 
Sawer's Australian constitutional cases / by Leslie Zines and G.J. Lindell. 
Sydney : Law Book Co., 1982. 
0-455-20460-8 
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This list of resources was prepared by officers from the Curriculum Standards Directorate 
(Curriculum Materials Information Services) in the Department of Education and Training.  
The list is presented in two parts: 
 
Part One:  Books, Videos & Computer Software 
Part Two:  Websites and Electronic Documents 
 
Further details of each item can be found online on the CMIS Resource Bank, which is an 
online database.  Links to this have been made from a Politics and Law Course of Study 
webpage at http://www.eddept.wa.edu.au/cmis/eval/curriculum/courses/politicslaw
 
In this database all the Politics and Law resources have also been linked to specific 
content or outcomes and can be accessed under these headings.  The webpage also 
contains a list of Suppliers, Key Documents and Key Websites for quick access. 
 
 

PART TWO 
 
 

WEBSITES 
 
ABC Radio National [website]. 
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/default.htm
[Sydney?] : ABC, 2005- 
 
Background briefing [website] / Radio National. 
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/talks/bbing/
Sydney : ABC, 2005- 
 
The age [website]. 
http://www.theage.com.au/
Sydney, NSW : Fairfax Digital, 2005- 
 
Australasian Legal Information Institute [website]. 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/
[Sydney] : Australasian Legal Information Institute, [2000?]- 
 
The Australian [website]. 
http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/
[Australia] : Australian, 2005- 
 
Australian Bureau of Statistics [website]. 
http://wagov.abs.gov.au/abs/abs@.nsf/abshome?openview WA Government portal
[Canberra] : Australian Bureau of Statistics, 1999. 
 
The Australian Constitution [website]. 
http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/general/constitution/index.htm
Canberra : Parliament of Australia, 1998-. 
 
Australian Democrats [website]. 
http://www.democrats.org.au/
[Canberra] : Australian Democrats, 2005-    . 
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Australian Electoral Commission, AEC [website]. 
http://www.aec.gov.au
Canberra : Australian Electoral Commission, 2000- 
 
Australian Government, Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet [website] 
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/
Australia. Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
 
Australian Greens online [website]. 
http://www.greens.org.au/
[Canberra] : Australian Greens, 2005-    . 
 
Australian law online [website] : making it easier for Australians to solve their legal 
problems. 
http://www.law.gov.au/
Barton, ACT : Attorney-General's Department, 2005- 
 
Australianpolitics.com [website] / Malcolm Farnsworth. 
http://www.australianpolitics.com/
Ormond, Vic. : Australianpolitics.com, 2005- 
 
ComLaw [website] : Commonwealth of Australia Law, incorporating the Federal 
Register of Legislative Instruments (FRU). 
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/comlaw/comlaw.nsf/homepage?OpenForm&Expand=1.1
Barton, ACT : Attorney-General's Department, 2005- 
 
The Constitutional Centre of Western Australia [website]. 
http://www.ccentre.wa.gov.au/
West Perth : The Centre, 1999-    . 
 
Constitutional Convention [website]. 
http://pandora.nla.gov.au/nph-arch/O1998-Nov-12/
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/convention/index.html
[Canberra] : National Library of Australia, [1998?]-    . 
 
Democratic audit of Australia [website]. 
http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/index.htm
Canberra : Political Science Program, Australian National University, 2004- 
 
Discovering democracy [website] : civics and citizenship education. 
http://www.curriculum.edu.au/democracy/
Melbourne : Curriculum Corp., 1998-. 
 
Documenting a democracy [website] : Australia's story / curated by Lenore 
Coltheart. 
http://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/home.htm
[Canberra : National Archives of Australia], 2000-    . 
 
Documenting a democracy [website] : Western Australia documents / curated by 
Lenore Coltheart. 
http://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/area.asp?aID=9
[Canberra : National Archives of Australia], 2000-. 
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Dr. Geoff Gallop, the premier of Western Australia [website]. 
http://www.premier.wa.gov.au/
Perth : Dept. of the Premier and Cabinet, 2004-    . 
 
Family Court of Australia [website]. 
http://www.familycourt.gov.au/
Canberra : The Court, 1999- 
 
Federal Australian Labor Party [website]. 
http://www.alp.org.au/
Kingston, ACT : Australian Labor Party, 2005-    . 
 
Federal Court of Australia [website]. 
http://www.fedcourt.gov.au/
Canberra : The Court, 1996-    . 
 
Federal Magistrates Court of Australia [website]. 
http://www.fmc.gov.au/
Canberra : Federal Magistrates Court of Australia, 2005- 
 
Government [website] : information about the ACT Government, the Legislative 
Assembly and government agencies. 
http://www.act.gov.au/accesspoint?uniqueSessionToken=jjkdtmshm1257191772546
6845480&action=browse&id=345
Canberra : ACT Government, 2003- 
 
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia [website]. 
http://www.gg.gov.au
[Australia] : Maven, 2000- 
 
Government House, Western Australia [website]. 
http://www.govhouse.wa.gov.au/default.shtm
Perth : Governor of Western Australia, 2000- 
 
The High Court of Australia [website]. 
http://www.hcourt.gov.au/
Canberra : The Court, 1997-    . 
 
House of Representatives practice [website] / editor I.C. Harris. 
http://www.aph.gov.au/house/pubs/practice/index.htm
Canberra : House of Representatives, Parliament of Australia, 2005. 
 
J-Net [website] : gateway to justice / Department of Justice. 
http://www.justice.wa.gov.au/portal/server.pt
Perth : Dept. of Justice, 2001-    . 
 
Liberal Party of Australia [website]. 
http://www.liberal.org.au/
Barton, ACT : Liberal Party of Australia, 2005-    . 
 
Magna Carta [website]. 
http://www.bl.uk/treasures/magnacarta/magna.html
London : British Museum, 2005- 
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National Library of Australia [website]. 
http://www.nla.gov.au/
Canberra : National Library of Australia, [1999?]- 
 
National Library of Australia's Federation gateway [website]. 
http://www.nla.gov.au/guides/federation/
Canberra : National Library of Australia, 2000-    . 
 
Newseum [website] : the interactive museum of news. 
http://www.newseum.org/
Arlington, Va. : Newseum, 2004-    . 
 
New South Wales Government [website]. 
http://www.nsw.gov.au/
Sydney : New South Wales Government, 2005-    . 
 
Northern Territory Government [website]. 
http://www.nt.gov.au/
[Darwin] : Northern Territory Government, 2002- 
 
Parliament @ work [website]. 
http://www.parliament.curriculum.edu.au/
[Melbourne] : Curriculum Corp., 2000- 
 
Parliament of Australia [website]. 
http://www.aph.gov.au/
Canberra : Commonwealth of Australia, 1998-. 
 
Parliament of Australia, House of Representatives publications [website]. 
http://www.aph.gov.au/house/pubs/index.htm
Canberra : House of Representatives, Parliament of Australia, 2005-    . 
 
Parliament of Australia, Senate publications [website]. 
http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/pubs/index.htm
Canberra : Senate, Parliament of Australia, 2005-    . 
 
Parliamentary Education Office [website]. 
http://www.peo.gov.au/
Canberra : The Office, 1999-    . 
 
Parliamentary handbook of the Commonwealth of Australia [website]. 
http://www.aph.gov.au/library/parl/currinfo.htm
Canberra : Parliament of Australia, 2005-. 
 
Parliamentary Library [website]. 
http://www.aph.gov.au/library/
Canberra : Parliament of Australia, 2005-. 
 
Pickle Street [website] : the Australian legal system. 
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/picklestreet/index.html
North Sydney : Board of Studies, New South Wales, [200-?]-    . 
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Prime Minister of Australia [website] : John Howard. 
http://www.pm.gov.au/
Canberra, ACT : Office of the Prime Minister, [2000?]- 
 
Queensland Government [website] : Government. 
http://www.qld.gov.au/government/index.html?ref=h
Brisbane : State of Queensland, 2005- 
 
Recent constitutional debate [website]. 
http://www.nla.gov.au/guides/federation/resources/conventions1990s.html
Canberra : National Library of Australia, 2000-    . 
 
Records of the 1998 Constitutional Convention [website]. 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.ms-ms9214
[Canberra] : National Library of Australia, 2003-    . 
 
South Australia central [website] : government. 
http://www.sa.gov.au/site/page.cfm?u=52&cat=4372
[Adelaide] : Govt. of SA, 2005- 
 
Tasmania [website] : your gateway to Tasmania. 
http://www.tas.gov.au/
Hobart : Government of Tasmania, 2005- 
 
Victoria online [website]. 
http://www.vic.gov.au/
Melbourne : Victoria, 2005-    . 
 
Welcome to Western Australia [website] : the government. 
http://www.wa.gov.au/government.html
[Perth] : Department of the Premier and Cabinet, 1998- 
 
Western Australian Electoral Commission [website]. 
http://www.waec.wa.gov.au/
Canberra : Australian Electoral Commission, 1999-    . 
 
Western Australian government agency sites [website]. 
http://www.wa.gov.au/agencies.html
[Perth] : Govt. of WA, 1998- 
 
Women's Constitutional Convention outcomes [website]. 
http://www.womenrep.netspeed.com.au/wcc.htm
[Canberra] : Women's Constitutional Convention, 1998-    . 
 
www.fed.gov.au [website] : the Australian Commonwealth Government entry point. 
http://www.fed.gov.au/
Canberra : Commonwealth of Australia, 1999-. 
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ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS  [PDFs] 
 
Australian government regional information directory 2005. 
Online version: http://www.regionalaustralia.gov.au/
Canberra : Dept. of Transport and Regional Services, 2005. 
 
Australian electoral systems [electronic resource] : how well do they serve political 
equality? / prepared by Graeme Orr. 
PDF version http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/orrdiscuss.pdf
Canberra : Political Science Program, Australian National University, 2004. 
 
Australian political parties in the spotlight [electronic resource] / prepared by Dean 
Jaensch, Peter Brent, Brett Bowden. 
PDF version http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/PartyAudit.pdf
Canberra : Political Science Program, Australian National University, 2004. 
 
Constitutional Convention 
http://www.aph.gov.au/hansard/conv/hancon.htm
[Canberra] : Parliament of Australia, 1998-    . 
Transcript of Proceedings of the 1998 Constitutional Convention recorded in Hansard, 
available in pdf 
 
Corruption and democracy in Australia [electronic resource] / prepared by Barry 
Hindess. 
PDF version http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/Corruption%20&%20Democracy%20-
%20Final.pdf
Canberra : Political Science Program, Australian National University, 2004. 
 
How well does Australian democracy serve immigrant Australians? [electronic 
resource] /prepared by James Jupp. 
PDF version http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/ANU_204693_ImmigTEXT_AW1.pdf
Canberra : Political Science Program, Australian National University, 2004. 
 
Representing the disadvantaged in Australian politics [electronic resource] : the 
role of advocacy organisations / prepared by Bronwen Dalton and Mark Lyons. 
PDF version http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/DaltonLyonsReportFinal.pdf
Canberra : Political Science Program, Australian National University, 2005. 
 
Second reading : parliamentary government in Western Australia / Harry C.J. 
Phillips. 
Online version http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/web/webpages.nsf/WebFiles/ 
Second+Reading/$FILE/SecondReading.pdf
East Perth : Ministry of Education, WA, 1991. 
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